
Alaska Library Network Group Services

Sharing Alaska library resources statewide
Beginning in February 2005, library users in Alaska can search
the collections of all Alaska libraries that have added their
ownership information to OCLC WorldCat in a single click. They
can limit their searches to specific groups of Alaska libraries or
expand their view to see libraries around the world. If they
can’t find an item locally, with a click of their mouse they can
expand their search to other libraries in their part of the state,
all the libraries in Alaska or to libraries around the world. Once
a user identifies an item he wants, he can link to a library’s
catalog to see if the item is on the shelf and available.

A history of collaboration
Alaska libraries have made significant investments in time and
resources to make statewide access to information a reality for
the citizens of Alaska. Alaska libraries also have made
investments in building a collection of library records within
the OCLC WorldCat, the world's most comprehensive
bibliographic database. 

These efforts have resulted in the addition of more than 3.8
million library holdings to the WorldCat. The Alaska Library
Network Catalog leverages all these investments, building on a
system that Alaskan citizens already use—the OCLC FirstSearch
service, to access WorldCat and other online databases.

The Alaska Library Network Catalog (ALNcat) is a new service for
Alaska librarians and library patrons that combines all of Alaska
libraries’ bibliographic records into a single, customized union
catalog. The result: easy identification of library materials and
access to interlibrary loan for Alaska library users.

The Alaska Library Network Catalog builds on the
foundation of WorldCat, the world’s most
comprehensive bibliographic database.
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For more information

Key features of the Alaska Library
Network Catalog
• Unlimited access to OCLC cataloging and resource

sharing services at a reasonable price through the
agreement negotiated on your behalf by the Alaska
State Library

• Unlimited access to the collections of Alaska libraries
via WorldCat on the FirstSearch reference service

• Predictable subscription pricing not based on volume
of use

• Availability of six interface languages, including
Spanish

• Search results that allow users to view local, regional,
statewide or global resources

• Statistics on the Alaska Catalog usage by group and by
individual library

Local training and support
With a minimal investment, your library can become part
of this initiative that includes training and support from
resources within the state of Alaska. The OCLC Western
Service Center offers workshops throughout the year, 
as well as one-on-one training and distance learning
opportunities.

To join this Alaska statewide library initiative and enjoy the benefits
of the Alaska Catalog, please contact: 

Rich Greenfield, External Relations Manager
Information Technology Services
University of Alaska
c/o Alaska State Library
344 West 3rd Ave., Suite 125 
Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: 907-269-4611 

To learn more about OCLC Group Services, visit the OCLC
Web site at www.oclc.org/groupservices/

OCLC Online Computer Library Center 
6565 Frantz Road Dublin, OH 43017 
Phone: 1-614-761-6251

www.oclc.org

Benefits of the Alaska Library
Network Catalog
• Facilitates easy, unlimited resource sharing among

Alaska libraries and with libraries worldwide

• Makes holdings readily available for individual libraries
as well as library systems, due to the work Alaska
librarians have done to add their holdings to WorldCat

• Gives a single location for users to find holdings and
shelf status information for Alaska libraries

• Enables searching through a familiar interface,
FirstSearch

• Leverages investments in current local systems and in
OCLC services that Alaska libraries already use

• Provides item availability and circulation information with
links from the group catalog to local library systems

• Saves time, because OCLC configures and hosts the
service so Alaska library staff can focus on other projects

OCLC product and service names are trademarks or service marks of OCLC Online Computer Library Center, Inc.

By joining this initiative, your library will
be able to offer even better service, as
well as an expanded world of knowledge, 
to your community.

Using the Alaska Library Network Catalog, library users and
staff can easily access collections of all Alaska libraries. 


